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Presidents Report 
 

I’d like to thank the committee and the members of the Knox Gardens CC for the opportunity and 

honour of leading the club this year. In a Year that has had significant challenges I am proud of our 

efforts on many fronts. 

 

The season started some 8 months ago with a new Senior Coach in place, a record number of 

Junior Teams, with Council approval for a grant to improve our Training set-up, with a major 

Council infrastructure project to improve our main ground and of course much hope regarding our 

potential for a Winning Season in many grades. 

 

The off Season had seen much work and the new Season would require and enormous effort to be 

able to allow the club meet internal expectations while basically being housed in a temporary 

facility down at Llewellyn reserve. This single issue alone was always going to test our resolve as a 

committee and a club. 

 

Our progress in improving our facilities has been the critical achievement this Season and it is 

important to recognize the support we enjoy from our Local councillor David Cooper (Scott Ward), 

Council officers; Mark Stockton, Heather O’Callaghan and Rod Lintott as well as their Teams plus 

local MP support from the State shadow Treasurer – Kim Wells and Federal member Chris Pearce. 

 

The committee met every challenge head on in our endeavours to create a home away from home. 

The enormous amount of planning and around ($2000) was spent plus there was a huge amount 

of work and hours put in by Jason Buljubasic, who has to be acknowledged as he worked himself 

into the ground (when he wasn’t landscaping Hancock’s). There was also a lot of work put in by 

Greg Howe’s, Andrew Hawkes, Dave Thomas & Dave Hancock plus selected members of the 

committee and playing group to dress up the damaged, dirty & dilapidated pavilion at Llewellyn. 

 

2 New cricket pitches ($6000) went down and all of a sudden we were underway. New uniforms 

for all of the clubs 16 Teams were created ($8000) and we looked the part. A pre-season program 

was partly and at times poorly supported in many grades but our New club coach, Chris Amos 

managed to pull together a good preparation and our playing group’s hopes were high. A new club 

captain was appointed and we welcomed Travis Mulder back to the fold.  

 

From a Junior perspective our Junior clinic was poorly supported on a cold and windy day at 

Llewellyn but after it was all said and done we still managed to have our highest number of Junior 

Teams for years with a good quality of team in place in most grades. New junior coaches in Joe 

DeVenuto (U/13 A), Lee Metherell (U/17B) and Ian Jongen (U/11) were in place and as has been 

the case in the past David Hancock volunteered to look after our new U/13 Black team. We also 

had 8 players complete their Level 1 accreditation, a $1000 expenditure invested in helping our 

club to provide the Best support possible for Junior cricket. 

 

By end of November we had 4 Junior Teams travelling well, 4 Senior sides promising Finals action 

and 2 veteran’s teams also travelling well. We also had our New net complex up and running , thus 

giving our club the most modern and safest training facility in the Competition…… an investment 

of $35,000 in club funds (+ a council grant) in securing the clubs future. We received a $10,000 
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grant from the City of Knox but our promised $25,000 from Local Federal MP Chris Pearce did not 

eventuate when a Labor government was elected. 

 

Pre Xmas we successfully ran our $2500 Cash draw and achieved a great result with once again a 

disappointing attendance. Talking poor attendance we also celebrated the remarkable career of a 

club legend with the retirement of Rhys Marget but were embarrassed to only have 50 people 

turn up. The sportsman’s Night was also a great financial success but again poorly supported. 

 

As always our Christmas cocktail party function ran with reasonable support and a good night was 

had by all. 

 

January saw a strong Knox Gardens contingent active in Rep Teams. We had Jayden Hawkes and 

Josh Wylde play in the successful FTGDCA Mitchell Cup (U/12)Team which was brilliantly managed 

by Andrew Hawkes, Scott McInerney played in the David Hancock coached FTGDCA Russell Allen 

Shield, Ash Hawkes (Malvern) and Rob Howes (Bayswater) played hatch (U/15 State 

Championship), Michael Hutchins FTGDCA U/16’s and Wayne McInerney (Outer East U/18’s). At a 

senior Level Adam Wild was chosen for the FTGDCA to play in country week where he accounted 

for himself with great success. 

 

Following the Xmas break the wheels fell off some of our senior sides and much of our Preseason 

optimism was shattered when our 1st and 4th X1’s lost some games that perhaps they needed to 

win. 

 

Our U/15’s coached by Dane and our U/13A sides continued on their winning ways to set up dates 

with destiny. Our 2 Vets sides continued their winning ways to both make Finals. 

 

At the business end of the Season, we saw 2 Junior sides, 2 Senior sides and 2 Vets sides make 

Semi Final appearances. This then eventuated in 4 Grand finals appearances …… but for the 1st 

time in many years The Knox Gardens CC trophy cabinet had no new editions. 

 

It should be said that to make Finals is an achievement in itself. To play in a GF is in many ways a 

Win, so it is important to acknowledge the efforts of the Coaches, Captains, players & supporters 

in achieving what we did. 

 

Off the Field it has been an extremely challenging year and without the HUGE efforts of the 

Committee members we would not have had the stability that we had. Their efforts by were truly 

magnificent. 

 

Notably, specifically and importantly I would like to THANK: 

 

• We would not have the security or stability without the Accounting & Financial skills and 

persistence of Rob Cottle. 

• The Club socially would be a lonely place and missing real passion without the tireless work of 

Rhys & Dave Thomas who epitomize the heart and soul of the club. Their work around the 

club can go unnoticed by many but is Herculean. 
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• On the Junior front, Andrew Hawkes gives of himself like no other. His Friday night and early 

Saturday morning starts to setup, attendance with Dave Thomas at Association meetings, 

time spent organising coaches, parents & teams plus simply mucking in with club activities 

needs to be recognized. 

• As always David Hancock has over extended himself to run a Girls program, our Milo program, 

coached the FTGDCA U/14 rep team and also coached the U/11’s & U/13’s. 

• Ben McLean who created our Sensational Falcons website and managed the clubs Senior 

player data & registration plus also helped significantly with the club’s administration. 

• Greg Howes & family who contributed significantly to our club functions and also in helping to 

run the juniors. 

• As mentioned earlier the work that Jason put in on the Llewellyn setup, clubroom 

improvements, ground improvements and the Net project was significant and greatly 

appreciated. 

• To the Captains and coaches of all Teams I thank you for the time that you have given up and 

for the sacrifices made. I also want to thank your partners and families for accepting the 

impacts of your efforts. 

• I’d also like to thank the ladies, Helen & Anne who regularly pitched in and helped with our 

Fundraising activities. 

• Finally I’d like to recognize the efforts of Club coach Chris Amos, who in his 1st year at the club 

has worked tirelessly to bring a programmed set of activities and create an opportunity for all 

players to improve. He has ably been assisted by Ray Philips as Chairman of selectors who has 

become a very important cog in our Future success. I’d like to thank Kaye & Mandy their very 

understanding wives who as always supported the guy’s investment in time for our playing 

group. 

 

The club has some challenges ahead most notably shaking off the perception that it is difficult to 

regularly attract large interest in club activities both within the Junior and Senior club.  

 

This Season we have battled the impact of not having our main ground available, we have not had 

the crowds we would hope for at functions, we have had to cope with losing over $3000 in Theft 

after break-ins at both our clubrooms and Llewellyn. We have invested over $50,000 in “one off 

“expenses such as the New Training facility, cricket pitches, coaching accreditation, uniforms, and 

Pavilion improvements. We have also suffered significantly from reduced bar takings and canteen 

due to being located at Llewellyn. 

 

Having started the Season with a Bank balance of $22,000 we have managed our funds well to end 

with a bank balance in the vicinity of $5,000 by seasons end. Given our “one off” expenses and the 

significant impact of being at Llewellyn, this is a sensational result, giving the club improved 

facilities, a New main ground and New pitch, plus now 3 other grounds all with new wickets to 

support our future growth and a solid base for our future.  

 

The club is now set to enter a New Season well equipped to focus on returning to our Winning 

ways and to have an agreed controlled focus on moving our 1st X1 to be a Premiership side in 

Decoite shield and have even greater success for the future. 
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I would like to challenge our players young and old to understand what has been provided for you 

through the efforts of the loyal band of Knox Gardens members who support the vision of our club 

being a powerhouse in the Local competition. 

 

With undisputedly the BEST ground and facilities in the Eastern suburbs …… it is time to deliver in 

08/09 and nothing short of 5 flags from our Seniors & Juniors plus Veterans flag would be an 

acceptable result. 

 

I would also challenge our Senior players to get involved in recruiting and also ask that our football 

contingent network their mates to help drive our Senior team numbers to 6 next season (4 in 2 

day grades & 2 in 1 day grades). From a Junior perspective I hope that we can field 6 Saturday 

Teams in U/13, U/15 & U/17 and maintain our 3 U/11’s and potentially have a girls U/11 team or 

U/13 Team next year. Looking at our Vets group I would hope that we can have 2 sides again in 

08/09.  

 

The club also needs more Junior coaches and over winter I would ask some of our senior players to 

complete their Level 1 accreditation and start to get involved. 

 

The decision to achieve this and much much more rests with you and I would ask that we 

challenge our culture, increase our support and work ethic to be a Club of Commitment in what 

will be a Milestone year.  

 

Congratulations to all trophy winners and Team of the Year awardees for your contribution to club 

success. 

 

See you again next Year. 

 

Bill Leane 

President 
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Interim Treasurers Report 

 
 
 
The current season has been difficult financially with the Club trading at Llewellyn and Knox 

Gardens Reserve.  This has resulted in lower bar/canteen turnover. 

 

The Club has upgraded the practice facilities at a cost of $35,000 financed by $20,000 from prior 

bank balances, $10,000 council grants and the balance from 2008 trading year. 

 

In addition 2007/2008 saw new player shirts provided for the whole Club, at a cost of $7,000.  

Sponsorship levels are similar to the prior year, the Club is grateful for their generous support.  

 

At the completion of the season there will be a small bank surplus, with the best facilities in the 

competition, however greater support from members will be required to enjoy the hard work 

undertaken this year. 

 

 

 

R.A. COTTLE 

Treasurer 

11 March 2008 
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2007 / 08 Junior Coordinators Report 
 
So, second year in the role and it didn’t get any easier.  A change in Club President saw a hard 

drive to improve facilities and opportunities around the club and didn’t allow much rest for the 

committee….  The main Knox Gardens ground was unavailable for the season which saw Llewellyn 

Reserve play a major part in our fixturing this season.  We kicked off again with a Junior Clinic, and 

although reasonably well attended, the benefits are not being realised from this activity.  A last 

minute addition of a third under 13 team saw us register nine Junior teams – two in under 17’s, 

one under 15, three under 13’s and three under 11’s (two “hardball” and one “soft”)  Battling 

weekly for numbers, it was decided to remove the second under 17 team part way into the season. 

 

The building of our training facility – 6 quality batting nets with a fully laid covering for bowling 

and fielding drills was completed soon after daylight savings kicked in, allowing for improved 

training sessions being conducted.  This facility is the envy of all teams that saw it, and two 

Association Representative teams used it as a training base as well. 

 

Our on field performances were varied, we must wish for success for our under 15 and 13 / 1 

teams in their Grand Finals this weekend.  The 17’s struggled for consistency, while the Red and 

Black 13’s both improved throughout the season although not threatening for finals action.  The 

under 11 teams have all enjoyed learning the game from some senior legends – Ray Buckett, Peter 

Webb and Ian Jongen.  The skills of all the juniors have continued to improve as the season 

progressed. 

 

Knox Gardens cricket club is particularly indebted to Dave Hancock, our Junior Development guru.  

Not only did Dave once again run his highly successful Milo programme on a Friday night, he also 

conducted an eight week development programme for girls on Thursday nights in conjunction 

with Cricket Victoria.  Having some time on his hands following this, playing on Saturday arvo’s in 

the 4ths and every second Sunday in the Vets, Dave also took on the role as coach of the under 13 

blacks and the Associations under 14 Representative team.  Somehow Dave also has a life outside 

of cricket, regularly wooing his wife onto the dance floor for a Tuesday night foxtrot, and managed 

to marry off one of his offspring during cricket season.  Dave, I am in awe of your energy and 

passion and hope everyone who reads this appreciates what you do and thanks you for your 

dedication to improving the Knox Gardens junior cricketers. 

 

This season saw an increased presence in Representative cricket with myself managing the 

FTGDCA Mitchell Shield (under 12) team and Dave Hancock and Ray McInerney coaching and 

managing the FTGDCA Russell Allen (under 14) team.  I should also mention that Bill Leane once 

again coached the Broadmeadows Hatch (under 15) team to the final of their competition with his 

boys somehow snatching defeat from the jaws of victory.  But it’s not about us as coaches, it’s 

about the boys who play at this higher level.  Congratulations to Wayne McInerney (17’s when 

District commitments allow) playing for Outer East Eagles  in the under 18 carnival, Michael 

Hutchins (17’s) who represented FTGDCA in the under 16 carnival, Rob Howes (15’s) playing for 

Bayswater and Ash Hawkes (15’s) playing for Malvern, both in the Sub District RM Hatch carnival.  

From the under 13’s, Scott McInerney represented the FTGDCA in the Russell Allen Shield (u/14) 

Jayden Hawkes and Josh Wylde in the Mitchell Shield (u/12) and Mitchell Tsirtsikos in the Josh 

Brown Plate (also u/12)  Additional congratulations to Jayden, Josh and myself for winning the 
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Mitchell Cup – the first FTGDCA team to do so.  I should also add that at the time of going to print, 

Mitchell T has progressed to stage two in the selection process for the Primary Schools State team, 

for the national carnival to be held in Darwin in June. 

 

Once again my major disappointment for the season was the lack of junior parent support at club 

functions.  Not just the clubs major functions, but also the regular awards nights and even the 

Christmas breakup.  As was said in last years report, and mentioned several times during the 

current season, running a club of our size and providing facilities that are the envy of all other 

clubs, is a costly exercise.  Unfortunately it appears necessary to increase our fees for next season.  

Please consider that we will have the best ground, function room and training facility in the area 

and work with us to provide a social environment for our club to prosper in. 

 

We have been faced with some tough times this season that most of you would not be aware of, 

but we are committed to providing the best possible opportunities for our junior cricketers to 

develop whilst enjoying being with their mates.  So going forwards, we expect to maintain our 

current numbers for the 2008 / 09 season and continue to provide a pathway for improvement for 

all our players. 

 

Andrew Hawkes 

Junior Co-Ordinator 
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Senior Coaches Report 
 
My first season as coach of the Knox Gardens Falcons has come to a close and the roller coaster 

ride has come to an end. 

  

Firstly to all those in the captains Travis, Jason, Rhys, Mark and Simon thank you for your support 

during the 2007/08 season as well as Ray Borg for his help on Tuesday and Thursday nights.  

 

The year began with pre season at Maddocks in late August and whilst we had a steady turnout 

over the following weeks, consistency in player attendance became an issue. As we all know, 

having a committed pre season is a vital step in any tilt at end of season glory. We had a varied 

program this year from the themed net session to pool and boxing workouts. 

 

Our final pre season hit outs came in the form of practice matches against Bentleigh (Sub District), 

Ringwood (District) and Knoxfield (FTGDA), and gave us all a good idea of where we were at as far 

as preparation and also what we could expect in the coming rounds. 

 

The Season began with a bang in round 1 with 4 wins and so it come crashing down to earth in 

round 2 with only 2.This mixed form continued on to Xmas with 27/10/08 being of note as the 

only week end that all 5 sides came home with a win. The 5ths did have a forfeit on that day, 

however still technically a clean sweep. Unfortunately the only one for the year.  

  

Tuesday and Thursday training followed the same trend as pre season with numbers up, but 

player consistency the same. Training consisted of themed session in line with the training plan 

aimed at achieving our core objectives.  

  

By mid November, we had use of the new net facilities that we all agree are the best in the 

competition and which also enhanced our ability to get the most out of each session. 

  

So at Xmas we had the 1
st

 in touch with the top four, 2nds still in with a chance of making finals, 

3rds eyeing of a top spot, 4ths well in entrenched in the 4 and the 5ths unbeatable. This despite 2 

wash outs in December and a cocktail party scheduled on what turned out to be the coldest 

December weekend in living memory. 

  

We resumed training again in early Jan, hoping for success, only to stumble in the early rounds to 

slowly slip out of contention in the all grades except the 3rds and 5ths. The final wash up saw the 

1
st

 finish in 6
th

 place some 13 pints adrift from South Belgrave and 14 points behind Auravale. The 

2
nd

 finished 6
th

 well outside the top 4. The 3
rd

 came close to securing a top place finish only to be 

thwarted in the last round by Eildon Park who finished 1
st

. The 4
th

 eleven finished outside the top 

4, and the 5
th

 top the table. 

  

The 3
rd

 semi final defeat against The Basin was a disappointing result for the boys as they are a 

better side than the score line and having an off day happens, unfortunately it was a final. The 

5ths powered as if nothing would stop them only to find themselves in the same boat as the 3
rd

 in 

having an off day on the biggest day. Still it is an achievement to play finals and both sides should 

be proud of that. 
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On reflection of the past few months, I can honestly say it has been a pleasure being involved with 

this group, although there were days........ So where to from here??? 

  

We all know that we have a young squad full of potential and a senior group with years of 

experience, and that during this year each individual has put their hand up at some stage, but not 

consistently. 

  

CONSISTENCY!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 

  

In Batting, playing the V, building an innings, supporting each other, building units etc 

In Bowling, Consistent off stump line, Dot balls etc 

In Fielding, support the bowlers, Talking, backing up etc 

In Training, practice game situations, attendance, preparation etc  

At The Club, Social functions, Thurs/Tue nights, after the game etc 

  

Too move forward we need to be consistent and persistent on and off the field. As we know it 

may not always be convenient, however where do we want this club to be? 

  

A consistent and persistent club will always strive for success on and off the field through a 

commitment to each other and themselves. 

  

So let’s make a commitment next season by ensuring we have a great pre season and that we get 

the most out of each training session, by ensuring we support each other on and off the field, by 

ensuring we leave no stone unturned in our preparations and finally by ensuring we make the 

absolute most of playing on the premier ground in the competition and our biggest advantage. 

  

Lastly I would like to thank Ray Phillips and Adam Wild for the season past. Ray assistance has 

been invaluable over the year and “Wilba” has been a great support with his efforts up too and on 

game day are very much appreciated.  

  

Thank you all and see you all again next year 

  

Chris Amos 

Senior Coach 
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Milo Have-A-Go Report 
 
We have completed our 8th Milo Season.  That means I am now playing senior cricket with Boys 

that I coached in Milo now.  This is one of the rewards.  Watching the Milo kids grow and become 

active members of the Knox Gardens Cricket Club as young men/women. 

 

Up front I must thank Jason Buljabasic who helped me each week to run the Have a Go clinics.  He 

captain’s our 2nd eleven senior team and also helped coach the Girls 10-16 clinics.  We have 

completed our 2nd year running HAVE A GAME, which has been managed by Richard Taylor.  Knox 

Gardens Cricket Club are fortunate to have Richard because he also plays in our 2nd eleven team, 

coached the girls 10-16 clinic but most importantly ran our Have a Game sessions.  Without these 

2 volunteers, the Milo program would not exist. 

 

Thank-you to the Mums and Dads, who came onto the ground and “Had a Go” to help instruct, co-

ordinate and manage the kids. 

 

We registered 41 children.  One moved to another clinic closer to home, and a few dropped off 

after they received the give aways as usual.  Some were very young and will register again next 

season.  We had a core group of 20-30 each week.  At our presentation evening we had 29 

confirmed attendees, 8 declines, a maybe and 2 who I left a message or could not contact.  Our 

program over the years ranges between 20-75 registrations. 

 

The program is staffed 100% by volunteers and is funded by CV and Knox Gardens CC.  We only 

keep $5 per registration which is used to help pay for the presentation function.  Next season will 

be much improved with access to the top ground with a near perfect grass surface and the 

pavilion available for shade, access to canteen and facilities. 

 

We all had fun and may it continue next season! 

 

Warm Regards 

 

David Hancock 

Milo Coordinator 
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1
st

 XI 

 

2008 year got off to a strong start when we played Eildon Park away in round.  (One day match)  After 

winning the toss, we made 7/156 off 40 overs with J.MACKINNON top scoring with 48.  Eildon Park were all 

out for 56, J.THORPE having a day out with 3/10.  Easy win. 

The following week was away again at Aura Vale.  With our stocks depleted, Aura Vale scrambled 212 runs 

from their 80 overs.  Newcomer I.JONGEN bowled tirelessly for 4/48.  Our run chase began and ended 

abruptly, all out for 104.  Poor batting performance. 

Round 3 at Johnson Park was to be Rhys MARGETS final first XI match following a magnificent career.  The 

Parkers won the toss and batted, all out for 128.  A. WILD bagging his first 5 wicket haul of many for the 

season.  The Falcons made the runs comfortably with T. MULDER 49* and R. MARGET 25 and 3/30 in 

Johnson Parks 2
nd

 dig.  A good win.  

Our first home match vs Knox on the bottom ground again proved to be fruitful.  S. HETTIARACHIAGE took 

us off with a flying 71.  Our tail wagged and we ended up all out for 202.  We then skittled Knox for 91 – T. 

MULDER 4/25, then sent Knox back in.  We narrowly missed outright points, rolling Knox again for 120.  J. 

BUTCHER 5/37. 

Round 5 vs Lysterfield was the catalyst for a string of poor batting performances for our side.  We won the 

toss and batted – all out 117 with J.CONDON 53 and J.PHILLIPS 35 scoring the bulk of our runs.  The Beavers 

cruised to victory with 277 – A. WILD 5/70. 

Home to Ferntree Gully ended up a wash out.  FTG all out 194 – J. THORPE 3/29 and A. WILD 3/46.  Knox 

Gardens 2/34. 

Round 8 vs in form side Footballers was another dismal batting performance – We won the toss and were 

all out for 73 off 28 overs.  Footballers passed us 9/147 dec, (A. WILD 3/45 & M. YOUNG 2/17) and beat us 

outright when they yet again rolled us for 75. 

Round 7 (one day game vs Upwey) was rescheduled for the following day and we put on a reasonable total 

of 150 from 45 overs J.PHILLIPS 30.  Unfortunately the ball didn’t hold up during the wet afternoon, and 

Upwey made the runs off 39 overs.  J. THORPE took early wickets with 3/29. 

Round 9 at home vs South Belgrave was a “make or break” game for us, and after a slow start we reeled in 

their batsmen for 180. (T.MULDER 5/31 & A. WILD 4/45)  Once again our batting lacked substance – all out 

for 96 (J. PHILLIPS 30)  We batted again and got our noses in front 5/156 dec. before the South BELGRAVE 

bats got over the line for an outright win to them. 

Away vs the Basin we started reasonably by putting 187 runs on the board (T. MULDER 46. J. BUTCHER 45) 

but was dominated by A. WILD with the ball taking 6/40 and knocking over the Basin for 116.  During our 

2
nd

 innings we saw our little master S. HETTIARACHIAGE smash 100* and notably supported by S. TAYLOR 

34*. 

The final match at home vs Knoxfield saw Adam WILD taking off where he left off from the previous match, 

blasting them out for 79 with figures of 6/32.  We then achieved a record score performance thanks to late 

inclusion Aaron BAILEY with 72 and a magnificent unbeaten century to Josh GREGORY with 110*.  

Surprisingly to the rest of his team mates (but not to him) J. THORPE belted 63 at the end of the innings.  All 

in all a good finish to the year, however not without the disappointment of having no bearing in the finals.   

 

Travis MULDER 

1
st

 XI Captain 
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2nd XI  
  

Despite the lack of victories there were many highlights throughout season 2007/08. The cricket 

was harder and more testing, but every member on the team stood up proudly and made a fist of 

it. And I firmly believe that each accolade a player receive for their performances this season 

makes them go harder for next year. 

  

Batting highlights include Ben McLean thoroughly pounding Belgrave’s bowlers on his way to 102, 

Sean Reid wielded his wand of willow, pumping 76* at Footballers, Ian Jongen creamed the 

opposition for 69* and Jason Buljubasic stroked his way to 64 against Mountain Gate. Matt Van 

Lith displayed pure class in the final round, as he spanked off side shots at will on his way to 56.  

  

Ray Borg was once again at his reliable best, guiding the side through many tough times with 

sensible batting. A true fan of the picket fence, Ramone ended the season with less boundaries 

than a 1960’s swinger’s party. 

  

Daine Vernon returned for another season, and didn’t waste any time showing us why he came.. 

In the face of quality opposition, his patience and determination as an opener impressed greatly. 

  

On the bowling side of things, Richard Taylor sparkled once again, producing a couple of fantastic 

balls every game, which surely caused batsman to toss and turn in their sleep. The rest of the load 

was shared between Matt Van Lith, Ian Jongen, and Stuart Place who all performed fantastically 

when required. Nath Hale pulled one out of the box against Upper Gully snatching 5-44 in a 

wonderful display of attacking spin bowling.  

  

Having played competitive cricket against the better sides in the grade, it is dissapointing to not 

have finished inside the top four. Losing a few close games early on in the season had us behind 

the eight ball right from the start, and it would prove too great a gap to bridge, resulting in the 

side finishing 6th.  

  

Looking towards next season, the only words that come to mind are ….. 

  

“Sir, I demand satisfaction.” 

 

Jason Buljubasic 

2nd XI Captain 
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3rd XI 
Finished Home & Away season in third spot 

Beaten in Semi Final by The Basin  

 

Another relatively good season was had this year by the 3rd eleven, with 6 wins, 2 draws and 3 

loses. Unfortunately once again we weren’t quite good enough in the semi and were beaten by a 

better side on the day. 

 

The season got off to a good start with four straight wins although one was by just one run and 

one was a forfeit, we then dropped a game before Christmas and had two washout draws. A slow 

start after the break with many regulars having an extended holiday the side suffered a outright 

loss. The side bounced back with outright win the following week which helped cement a spot high 

in the ladder, a good win against a side in the four in the second last round meant we would play 

off in the final round for top spot and a home final. In a close game we lost to Eildon park which 

meant we would finish the season in third.  

 

The season had many highs for the players in the thirds with Zane Thomas & Adrian Zandt making 

the first tons both in much needed circumstances and on both occasion the side got up and won. 

Peter Webb was running hot before Christmas with three consecutive 50s before getting injured 

and missing the remainder of the season. John Mills back in the thirds after a stint in the twos 

made two scores in the nineties (99 and 90) and finally for the second year in a row in the thirds 

the club record was broken with Greg Crook taking 8/24 unfortunately for him the other side only 

had ten players and he couldn’t be the first player at Knox to take nine..  

 

The season saw many highlights with both the bat and ball these included: 

 

Round 3: Scott Wilson 62 

Round 4: Peter Webb 52 

Round 5:  Adrian Zandt 76, Peter Webb 56 

Round 6: John Mills 99, Peter Webb 72 

Round 8: Blake Lines 5/55 

Round 9: Zane Thomas 114, Greg Crook 8/24 (club record) 

Round 10: Adrian Zandt 124, John Mills 68, Adrian Zandt 5/100 

Round 11: John Mills 90, Zane Thomas 45 

 

The Thirds will again be stronger next season and hopefully go a step further,  I would life to thank 

all of the team for their help during the year and hope they all return next year. 

 

Rhys Thomas 

3rd XI Captain 
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4
th

 XI 

Well, if nothing else, it was an interesting season for the KGCC 4
th

 XI. It started with a thrilling 1 run victory 

in the first of 4 scheduled matches against what must now be our traditional rivals Knoxfield, in a game that 

the saw our brave and noble captain relegated to spectator while out on the pitch umpiring.  

 

Our barnstorming start to the season wasn’t even affected by the captain’s return to playing status, with 

the team quickly notching up 3 consecutive victories, with runs, retirements and wickets all over the shop, 

including 50’s from “The Good” Hoggett, “The Old” Hancock, “One Of The Many” McKinnon and “Didn’t 

Play Enough Games in the 4’s to Get a Real Nickname” Lepore, and wickets from Jack “Where’d He Go”  

Milne, “Nice Tights” Morello and “Severe Risk Of Future Neck Pain” Hawkes.  Sadly, some signs of the 

batting fragility that would plague our season emerged after this early success, and our slow but seemingly 

inexorable slide down the ladder, when it was sporadically updated, began. 

 

It would be an incomplete report that failed to mention the fun we had with the association this season, 

which saw fixtures announced week by week, sometimes as early as the Wednesday before the game, and 

seemingly selected by the finest of blind monkey assisted draw-creation technologies, with the Knox 

Gardens v Knoxfield Commemorative Series and the HaHaHa You’ll Never Make Finals With These Last Two 

Games conclusion. And keeping track of our progress was a simple and efficient delight with results and 

ladders updated online….occasionally. Something to do with lunar cycles we believe. 

 

But games are won and lost on the ground…and the scorebook, as we learned to our cost, with two tight 

games won by the KGCC 4
th

 XI, only to be deemed losses due to scorebook errors. It is purely coincidental, 

and mentioned only in the interests of accurate and factual reporting, not in any way intended to cast 

blame or point any fingers, that these two games were captained by the aforementioned older Hancock in 

the absence of the younger and seemingly more mathematically astute Hancock.  

 

On that subject, I took the role of captain of the proud fighting KGCC 4
th

 XI Falconettes very seriously this 

season, playing in at least half the games. In an unrelated matter, I have been banned by the club from ever 

cycling again. Or getting married. And my plans for a bicycle-based marriage ceremony were right out of 

the question!  

 

At the risk of dwelling on the serious for a fraction of a second, the player’s of the 4’s witnessed the early 

stages in the development of some juniors who should feature strongly in our clubs future. Players such as 

Robbie “I’m Very Serious About Cricket” Howes, Ash “Can Never Have Too Many Nicknames With Hair Like 

This” Hawkes, Drew “Err…” Withers, Ben “Already Has a Nickname” Morello and Bart “Still The Good” 

Hoggett all put forward strong arguments for promotion next season, and in many cases impressed with 

skill in areas not recognised as their strengths. Special mention has to go to fine last wicket batting 

partnership between Hawkes and Morello to win a game that kept us in the finals chase (at the time � ). 

 

And the old timer’s did their bit too, with reliable performances (that’s a compliment, really!) from Dave 

“The Gazelle” Thomas, Barry “Likes It” Wild and “Old Man” Hancock. A bit of eye surgery by Steve “I Can 

See Clearly Now” Agius has us all considering a trip to the optometrist, with catches and runs following 

swiftly, although the chiropractor was placed on call the stunning cameo of Chris “Bestest Coach in the 

World” Amos and Ray “My Wife Is Going to Kill Me If This Game Doesn’t First” Phillips. 

 

So all in all, we were all disappointed not to make finals after such a promising start, but plenty of promise 

for the future regardless. Have a good break all, try not to get hit by any cars…I  will (try not to). 

 

Mark “It’s a miracle he’s co-ordinated enough to even walk by himself” Hancock 

4
th

 XI Captain 
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5
th

 XI 

 
Knox Gardens CC for the first time in a few years had a 5

th
 eleven. We approached Bill during the 

winter months and got the go ahead to start forming our super team. Many of the blokes were 

semi- committed not willing to give me their entire summer but able to chip in a few games here 

and there. Once the season got under way and the guys got the taste of winning we soon had our 

eleven regulars. 

 

Many people witnessed our demise on Grand Final day but only a few managed to see what we 

were really capable of throughout the season. Our bowling attack was our strength with Scott 

Walker and myself taking the new ball and then having the luxury of Topline 1
st

 XI bowling average 

winner Daniel Adams rolling the arm over. Un-playable in this grade of cricket. We also had Dovey 

Hay and Michael Hoare bowling some great spells throughout the year with “Horny” a future 1
st

 XI 

player of the club. Gav Harding and Rory Higgins also trundled in when required. 

 

Our batting was nothing to be sneezed at either with a plethora of 50’s scored by players 

throughout the year. Tristan Wilkinson & Dan McKinnon relished the opportunity taking the 

opening bowlers apart. Many games we had won batting first after 10 overs because our openers 

had knocked the life out of the attack leaving the middle order to cash in on some very, very 

ordinary bowling. Gav Harding and “Horny” were also solid in the top order giving the sloggers a 

chance to have a crack. Towards the end of the season we were regularly hitting scores of 250 +, 

off less than 40 overs. 

 

Our fielding efforts throughout the year were extraordinary considering the shocking grounds we 

played on and I have to use this opportunity to say how well Aaron Harris and Rory Higgins 

performed. Given their limited opportunities in the batting order they relished the opportunity 

and seized the moments to be involved in the game. These guys were the heart and souls of the 

team and opitimised what we were all about. 

 

In closing I can only speak for myself when I say this year was the most enjoyable season I have 

had at Knox. The guys I played with supported me and each other and it was a pleasure to spend 

my Saturday afternoon’s with everyone of you. It was a shame we didn’t win the granny but now 

the dust has settled I don’t think it was ever about that. 

 

Cheers fellas, 

 

Sime.      
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Under 17’s 
 
The season started with KGCC fielding 2 U17 teams for the upcoming year.  However due to lack of 

numbers we decided after 2 or 3 rounds to combine the sides and play 1 team in the top division 

for the season.  It is always disappointing and not the clubs philosophy to tell players they 

wouldn’t be playing the remainder of the season, and in hindsight both Bill Leane and I would have 

retained some players over others. 

 

The side was certainly competitive all year, however lapses in concentration during critical stages 

of games cost us badly, and in cricket you only get one chance. 

 

Our batsmen in the top order performed well most of the season, with Scott Wilson, Ryan 

Metherell and Corne Mosert consistently making runs, while our other batsmen all chimed in 

during the year but not as consistently as they or the side would want. 

 

Our bowling and fielding was at times very good and at times very bad, and probably was the 

difference in our finishing 3rd bottom about 3 games off finals. I thought Drew Withers bowled 

well all year and Mitch Gregory, Daniel and Bart Hoggett all bowled well at times. 

 

The highlight of the year was winning the last two games, the last one in a nail biter, giving the 

team a good positive end to the year. Many players improved over the year with extra effort and 

training, this is all any coach can ask, and hopefully correct techniques and attitude can be taken 

into the rest of your cricket careers. 

 

For many of the team, that was the end of their junior cricket life, and they now enter senior 

cricket. For many this is not daunting as they have played senior cricket throughout the years and 

performed well. 

 

On behalf of Bill and myself, we thank the players and our support team, Gary Withers and Alan 

Milne who were there every week, thanks guys, it was a great support having you around. To Ross 

Gregory who helped out when I was away, especially the last game, it proved what an inspirational 

coach you are Ross, and should be retained as junior co-ordinator for many seasons to come. 

 

To conclude I thank the boys for the year, I really did enjoy it although at times I may have looked 

as if I was going to explode. I wish you well for next year whether juniors or senior cricket.  

 

Lastly, training is fundamental to improve your sport, regardless of what sport that is, and cricket 

is no different. I urge all players to 1stly train, and train as you want to play, because you will play 

as  you train. 

 

Good luck for 2008/2009 and thanks for the year guys. 

 

Lee Metherell 

U/17 Coach 
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Under 15’s 

 
Coach: Daine Vernon      WINS: EIGHT 

Captain: Ben Morello       LOSSES: ONE 

Team Manager: Greg Howes 

 

This year was a good challenge for me having a completely different team to coach. We started off 

the year with 15 players to choose from with some of the boys playing in the U/17’s at the start of 

the year instead of missing a game. 

 

We ended up winning our first couple of games against some pretty average opposition with some 

handy batting displays from Lincoln and Scott and bowled and fielded well enough. 

 

Since then the boys really played well as a team with lots of improvements from some of the 

younger more inexperienced players like Sam, Navin and Cody. Our bowling and fielding has really 

struggled at times but there have been some good performances with Ash ‘Wild Thing’ Hawkes 

taking good bags of wickets including a hat trick even though the batsmen were terrible. Ben has 

at times led the way with the fielding with some crucial run outs and important catches. But Rob 

Howes has been in a class of his own this year terrorising attacks and holding our innings together 

week after week. To hit over 500 runs in one year when you have to retire at fifty is a fantastic 

effort. 

 

For probably the youngest team in our division to finish the year 2
nd

 on the ladder only losing one 

game for the year is a great result. Players like Yannic, Liam, Jono and Scott have some 

unbelievable talent and should enjoy more success in years to come if they are prepared to work a 

bit harder on their games. I really look forward to seeing all these kids develop over the years and 

hopefully turn into great cricketers 

 

Thanks to all the helpers throughout the year like all the parents for getting the kids to training 

and the matches on time and Don and Adrian for umpiring at times and also Greg for scoring for 

the whole season, keeping everything organized and even being my alarm clock on one occasion. 

 

Daine Vernon 

Under 15’s Coach 

 

OUTSTANDING ACHIEVEMENTS 

Rob Howes    Scott David      Ash Hawkes 

Round 2           32*   Round 2         35     Round 9 

Round 3           73*   Round 8         32*     Hat-trick (3/21) 

Round 5           55           

Round 6           51* 

Round 8           31* 

Round 10         100* 

Round 11         89* 
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Under 13 1’s 

  

The U13 1’s had a tremendous year as they reached the grand final but unfortunately stumbled at 

the final hurdle, which I think nerves had a bit to do with the result, as well as playing a side that 

had been undefeated all year. In a year which I told the kids at the beginning not to worry about 

the score but to work on their techniques in both batting and bowling, so that they are better 

prepared as they progress through their careers. I was very impressed with the application the 

kids showed in listening and learning, for which they were rewarded with a grand final appearance 

and virtually every player scoring their highest score with the bat. After the semi final match it was 

tremendous to have people approach me after the game, including the neutral umpire, saying 

they had never seen kids this age being able to drive the ball through the lines so technically 

correct with such high elbow actions. This shows the improvement that was made by each player 

throughout the season and they can all be very proud of their achievements. 

 

Even though it was a great team effort all year I must mention some individual efforts for the 

season. Scotty McInerney led by example with both bat and ball. He had an outstanding season, in 

particular his batting, as he amassed an incredible 431 runs @ 143.67, with a highest score of 74*. 

Dylan Wylde also had a great year with bat and ball, scoring 353 runs @ 58.83, with a highest 

score of 96*. Jayden Hawkes showed a marked improvement with both bat and ball and finished 

the season with a couple of retirements with the bat and 17 wickets @ 11.47, with a best 

performance of 4/9. 

 

We had 4 association representative players over Christmas including Scotty McInerney U14’s 

Hatch, Jayden Hawkes and Josh Wylde U12’s Mitchell Shield which won the Mitchell Cup, and 

Mitchell Tsirtsikos U12’s Josh Browne Plate. Mitchell also made it to round 2 of the Victorian 

Primary School Cricket Assoc. try outs. 

 

All in all it was a very enjoyable season and hopefully all the kids come back next season, keep on 

improving and maybe go one better. 

 

Joe De Venuto 

U/13 1’s Coach 
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Under 13 2 Red 
 

The under 13 red team had a tough year this year playing in the second division with a lot of 

bottom age players. Although only winning two games for the year the team showed glimpses of 

what they are capable of and the future looks bright for all players in the team. 

 

Rd 1 was one of the highlights of the season although I didn’t realise it till the end of the season. 

Playing with only seven players in a one-day match we were on the back foot from the start, 

winning the toss we went in to bat and managed to bat the overs for a score of 86 with Mitchell 

Morris retiring on 21*.  We then went on the field and bowled extremely well (Alex Syrros 3 for 11 

off 4), when you only have seven players it only leaves five fielders so we managed to get an 

opposition sub fielder. It came down to the last over and surprisingly the sub fielder managed to 

misfield the ball and we went down by two runs. The reason I believe this to be a highlight was the 

fact we only had seven players and only two had played competitive cricket before also the team 

we played has been undefeated all season.  

 

Mitchell Morris one of our second year players dominated with the bat this season amassing a lot 

of runs batting anywhere from 1 to 7 and retiring on several occasions. A highlight was his first six 

in round one and the fifty not in the final round. Also his slip fielding is of very high standard 

managing to take a few catches, sometimes even when he was not paying attention. 

 

Damian Watson was our number one keeper for the season and he performed very well he was 

also a handy batsman and would bat anywhere in the order. 

 

 Mitchell Tsirtsikos represented the club playing over the Christmas break in the association rep 

side and there was considerable improvement in his confidence when he returned. Mitchell 

bowled well with the new ball this year and his batting was also very good although he did get 

himself out a lot once he had done all the hard work and got to 10. Mitchell will be a player to 

watch in coming years. 

 

Mitchell Nevin, Matt Goodings, Alex Syrros, and Sam Anglicas are all very keen cricketers and have 

shown improvement throughout the year, Mitchell Nevin never backed down from a challenge 

and was always willing to open the batting when asked. Matthew played some great shots during 

the year and chipped in with some handy wickets. Sam hit the ball the hard with a top score of 27 

not out and bowled well with the new ball towards the end of the season, he can bowl the ball 

quite quick and I look forward to seeing him bowl next season. Alex  also improved a lot through 

out the year he consistently made scores in the high teens and took wickets a various stages.  

 

Ben Woodbridge in his first season of cricket was very willing to learn and try to improve his game, 

although he struggled with the bat his bowling was a standout with three rounds to go he was the 

sides leading wicket taker, taking two wicket hauls in three games often getting other sides top 

order batsman.  

 

Zach Flintoff the highest paid player in the team performed well with both the bat and ball at 

various stages during the season, he has a big future and hopefully he plays with knox for years to 

come. 
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Nick Jankovskis and Jackson Ealey are both very good all round cricketers, Nick with the new ball 

and Jackson with his medium or his leg spin, A highlight was Nicks 41* not out in the final round 

were he was whipping the ball from outside off stump down past fine leg for four. A highlight for 

me was when Jackson started to bowl his leg spin late in the season, he can turn a bowl a long way 

and with a bit a practise will be a very dangerous bowler.  

 

Braeden Barlow in his first year of cricket showed signs of becoming an excellent cricketer his 

technique is very good and his bowling is very consistent. Braedon could bat any where in the 

order and come on to bowl at any stage of the game. 

 

Although not many games were won an enjoyable year was had by all and I hope to see all the 

guys around the club for years to come,  

  

Thanks to Tim and all of the parents for helping throughout the season, I have really enjoyed 

coaching this team and I’m sure kids have enjoyed having your support.  

 

Rhys Thomas  

Under 13’s Red Coach 
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Under 13 Black 
 
This team was always a challenge as we only had 11 players on about 4-5 Saturdays.  We won one 

game in round 2 against Monbulk.   We did not play them again but played the top teams twice.  

Our batting was weak where any in-swinging ball with a line hitting the stumps would invariably be 

out.  Joel Richmond and Niraj DeSilva were consistent batters as the stats show. 

 

Grace Mills joined the team before Christmas and showed great application to our game and to 

team spirit.  She attended every training session she could and coaxed her brother Nick to join the 

team in the New Year.  Without the Mills we would not have fielded a team on some Saturdays.  

Nick proved to be wicket taker, netting a wicket in every 4 overs. 

 

We bowled more wides and no balls than any other team, and bowled less balls at the stumps.  

Fielding less than eleven players prevented me from “coaching” the team on how to change the 

momentum of a game by restricting runs with changed field placing’s to increase pressure on a “in 

form” batsman.  We would have more options in bowling changes to suit the situation and we 

would probably take more catches with more fieldsmen.  Most games we had to be conservative 

with our batting to ensure we used up the overs.  With eleven players we could have tried to learn 

to play more shots to have retired batsmen batting at the end of the innings again.  Tactics would 

have become more relevant to the team members. 

 

Our team comprised many under age children so I expect they will all benefit from this season and 

be better cricketer’s next year when they will play teams in their proper age bracket.  A winter of 

growth and maturity makes a huge difference. 

 

I let the team down by not arriving to training sessions and many game days in a timely manner.  I 

over extended myself with too many roles at the Club.  The biggest was taking on coaching the 

FTGDCA u14 representative team.  Anthony Davies was invited to play in the last game against 

Yarra Valley because his pace bowling in the last 2 rounds was very impressive and I had a few 

regular players unavailable.  As it turned out the game was forfeited by Yarra Valley and Anthony 

played with Scott McInerney in a trial game.  Both players acquitted themselves very well. 

 

All players have skills to develop.  I hope they all enjoyed their season with me. My “Coaches 

Award” goes to Grace Mills.  She showed courage whilst batting, protecting the stumps and 

bowled very well.  Her catching was extremely solid and she always listened to my instructions.  

Our team welcomed her with enthusiasm.  Grace with her brother helped our team to become 

more competitive. 

 

I enjoyed coaching this team and watching each member grow over the season.  Good luck for 

next season! Special thanks to Nirmal DeSilva  for scoring most of the season and helping out on 

the ground. 

 

David Hancock 

Under 13 Black Coach 
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Under 11 Hardball (Black) 
 
The Under 11 Hardball Black team had a very good year. Although this grade of cricket is non-

competitive and there are no ladders etc the Black team did extremely well. A review of the score 

book shows that the only games we could not win was against Eildon Park who beat us twice and 

the Knox Gardens Red Team who beat us the first time with the second fixture finishing in a tie. 

 

These first years of hardball cricket is really about learning the basic skills of the game and 

continuing to practice and improve those skills. I think the Black team achieved this goal and I am 

sure that all of the boys are better cricketers now than they were at the start of the year. A 

number of the boys improved dramatically as the year went on their confidence grew. 

 

There is a lot of talent in both of the Under 11 hardball teams and hopefully all or most of these 

boys will progress through juniors together and become very good senior cricketers for the club. 

 

A comment about each of the boys in the team as follows: 

 

Adam Wylde 

Adam may be small in stature but he really can play and has an excellent all round game. Adam 

got a lot of wickets with his well directed yorkers, numerous run-outs and catches with his top-

class fielding and consistently made runs each innings for very few outs. Known for his reverse 

sweep in the nets. Will be a top-shelf all-rounder when he gets a bit bigger and stronger. 

 

Brad Wylde 

Like his younger brother Brad also has an excellent all round game and plenty of natural talent. 

Brad is a top-class batsman who rarely misses out on the chance to put a bad ball away and hit a 

number of sixes in the last game against Upwey. Brad can bowl pace and spin very well and was a 

regular wicket taker. His leg spinners land in the right spot and turn and he can bowl a good 

wrong-un already. Brad is also a brilliant all round fieldsman. 

 

Corey Poke 

Another player with an enormous amount of natural talent. Corey is an aggressive big hitting 

batsman and hit numerous fours and a few sixes throughout the year. Corey bowls very fast and 

usually well directed outswingers and took a lot of wickets with his pace. Corey is also an excellent 

fieldsman and has an incredibly powerful throwing arm. Well done on an excellent year Corey. 

 

Lachlan Stuckey 

This was Lachie’s first year of cricket and he really excelled. He already has a good cricket brain 

and a lot of ability to go with it. Lachie batted and bowled very well throughout the season and is a 

top-class fieldsman. An excellent effort for a first year player well done Lachie, you should be very 

proud of yourself. 

 

Sam Bakker 

Sam also had a really solid year and has a good all round game. Sam hit a lot of boundaries and 

rarely misses out on anything loose down the leg side. He just needs a little bit of work on his off-

side shots (although they are still quite good particularly when he gets set) and will be a top 
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batsman. Sam’s bowling is very good and he can generate a lot of pace at times, he finished the 

year with a great performance against Upwey where he just missed out on getting a hat trick and 

hit a memorable six over cover (you don’t see that every day in U11). Sam is also an excellent 

fieldsman and took one or two ripper catches throughout the year. 

 

Sam Knight 

Sam improved his game throughout the year and finished with a great performance against 

Upwey as well. Sam’s bowling is very reliable and consistent and his batting improved with each 

innings. Well done Sam on a good year and I am sure you will continue to improve even further 

next year. 

 

Patrick Hickey 

Patrick was the most improved player in the team. It was his first year of cricket and the difference 

from the start of the year to the end of the year were poles apart. Patrick is now a solid and very 

correct batsman and finished the year bowling consistently well in the last few games. Patrick is 

also a great team player. Well done Patrick, you will be a great player if you continue to work at 

your game over the next few years. 

 

Gerard Jongen 

Gerard also did very well for his first year of cricket. Gerard is very enthusiastic about his cricket 

and also improved greatly throughout the year. Gerard bowled pretty well without a lot of luck 

and developed his batting. He is very strong through the off-side with his cover drives, square 

drives and cut shots. Gerard also took quite a liking to wicket keeping and did very well in this area 

and is keen to pursue his wicket keeping further. 

 

Jake Goebel 

Jake was another great improver throughout the year. His bowling is solid (apart from the odd 

errant delivery) and he got a few wickets throughout the year. Jake needs to continue to work on 

his batting but there were good signs of improvement towards the end of the year. The four he hit 

against Mountain Gate was highlight. Jake is also a very popular team player, well done Jake. 

 

David Quinn 

David is a damaging left handed batsman and is known for his signature pull shot. David hit a lot 

fours throughout the year from this shot and a lot of them would have been fours even on a full 

sized ground. He sent a number of balls into the ti tree at Llewellyn. When he develops his off-side 

shots further he will be a fine all round batsman and has a lot of potential. David was also a solid 

contributor with the ball and in the field. 

 

Tyler Grimston 

Tyler had a very good year also and has a lot of potential with both bat and ball. Tyler is very adept 

at placing the ball between the fielders and taking short singles to keep the strike rotating but he 

can also despatch the bad ball to the boundary. Tyler’s bowling is good and he bowled a very quick 

over with the new ball against Eildon Park. He bowls from very wide on the crease and this is an 

area he will need to work on in the coming years. Well done Tyler on a great year. 
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Jason Coad 

Jason was another great improver throughout the year and finished the year with a couple of very 

hard hitting and aggressive innings with the bat. His last three innings in particular were excellent. 

Jason also finished the year bowling off spinners and shows some potential with his slinging type 

bowling action. I think the confidence that Jason has gained with the bat in particular will set him 

up for a really good year next year. 

 

Kisal Kirinde 

Kisal played the first six games with us before “defecting” to Peter’s red team. Kisal shows a lot of 

ability with the bat in particular and should make an excellent batsman in the future.  

 

 

All in all a very enjoyable year and it is very satisfying to see the improvement in each of the boys 

as the year wore on. All of the boys seem to enjoy their cricket and got on very well together. They 

all have a sense of fair play and were supportive of their team mates. Well done boys on an 

excellent year. 

 

I would also like to thank all of the parents who helped out throughout the year particularly Greg 

Bakker (scoring and umpring), Alan Quin (scoring), Chris Stuckey (scoring and general helping) and 

John Goebel. Your help is much appreciated. 

 

Ian Jongen 

Coach – U11 Hardball (Black) 
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Under 11 Hardball (Red) 
 

Again we adopted a policy of splitting the players who had a year’s experience of Hardball with the 

new players and trying to have two fairly evenly matched teams. My congratulations go to the 

experienced players for the way they made the new players feel welcome. Cricket is a game for 

the whole team and it was great to watch them all blend together so well.  It was great to watch 

the boy’s skill base develop over the season and some of the cricket played after the festive break 

especially the game against Knox Gardens Black being the most exciting. 

 

The batting of players like Dilhan, Joshua, Jarrod, Ragulan, Aaron and Lachlan shows great promise.  

Todd and Liam Woods worked hard on their techniques and showed strong improvement. 

In typical Knox Gardens tradition, these boys are already showing our typical strength and ability 

in bowling.  The likes of Nipuna, Joshua, Dilhan, Lachlan, Aaron and Jarrod have classical actions 

that are a great to watch, and  the likes of Tyrall, Kisal and Liam Carlin improved all year and were 

all bowling very well by seasons end. 

 

As always we concentrate hard on our catching and fielding.  Todd is one of the best catches we 

saw in the association, but he always had good support from the likes of Dilhan, Aaron, Liam W, 

Joshua, Nipuna and Jarrond.  A special well done to Liam C. for a huge improvement in his fielding 

and catching and especially for his and Ragulan’s hard work in wicket keeping.  Tyrall and Kisal 

never stopped giving 110% and Liam Woods was perhaps the biggest improver over the season. 

 

I would like to thank Ian Jongen, and Greg Bakker for their help with training and umpiring during 

the season and especially to those who helped while I was away. Our best wishes go to all the boys 

who move onto U13’s next year, and finally, I would like to congratulate the boys on the discipline 

and good manors they displayed throughout the year, they were a credit to the club, and 

especially to their families, well done. 

 

Peter Webb 

Under 11 Red Coach 
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Vets 1’s 
 
We started our 7th season in 1st grade competition, but after losing 8 of our original squad and 

struggling to field a side for the 1st game of the year, we dropped down to the 3rd  division for the 

year. 

 

We recruited a number of new players this season which we hope will continue on, and look 

forward to increasing our numbers for 2008/2009. The year was one of mixed results, we ended 

up top of the ladder, one the 1st semi, but lost in the Grand Final to a better side on the day to 

finish runners up. 

The Team 

R Borg 

G Maestri 

T Pahi 

R Matchett 

R Gregory 

R Evans 

L Metherell (C) 

W Fortuin 

J Homfray 

R Ralph 

J Magill 

T Fischer 

 

Veterans cricket is all about having fun, and for this we again excelled. 

While awards and averages are not presented in veterans, some of the highlights were: 

• Ross Gregorys “Bradmanesk” average of 95.3 for the year – not bad given you must retire 

at 40 runs. 

• A total of 23 strained muscle related injuries during games 

• Ray Matchetts various excuses on the day why he couldn’t play 

• Several great catches including the captains match winner in round 9 and Ross Gregory’s in 

the GF – to my knowledge no other catches rated a mention. 

• An old bloke from St Johns Tecoma that while trying to catch a pull shot actually nearly had 

his finger severed, and then once looked at said – “hospital, no tie a hanky around it I’ll be 

right” 

• Ray Borg for playing all year with only one leg – for that matter all his career. 

 

As we end the year and consider whether our bodies can go around one more time, a big thanks 

to the players in the 1st and 2nd Veterans for the year and allowing us to relive some memories of 

yester year. 

 

Hope to see all of you back next season! 

Lee Metherell 

Vets 1’s Captain 
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Vets 2’s Season Review 
 

Well, from an indifferent start to the season where we had 3 Vets teams and not enough players 

to fill them, we ended up with 21 players representing the Vets 2 team during the season that, 

unfortunately, culminated in a close loss in the Semi-Final.  Superior experience for the FTG team 

got them over the line chasing a competitive total of 176.  It was a game that we should have won 

with 0/70 off 14 overs and an early wicket and tight bowlingwhen fielding. 

 

While we did not enjoy the ultimate success, the season was full of good performances and 

showed plenty of promise for the future.  We unearthed a very good wicket keeper in Greg 

L’Huillier who enabled Dave Hancock to concentrate on his batting which got us off to many good 

starts, mostly in partnership with Greg Bakker.  We also unearthed a classy leg spinner in Doug 

David who bowled with tremendous skill but without much luck. All-rounders came to the fore 

with Vin L’Huillier, Tony Mollica, Cameron Allen, Andrew Corbett and the ever reliable Sedick 

Votersen contributing both runs and wickets during the season.   

 

Phil Treloar was more of a batsman than an allrounder this season with plenty of quick runs in 

pretty much all of his innings, with a golden duck driving a catch straight to mid-off into the gale 

force wind at Knoxfield being a notable exception!!  Unfortunately, he copped some stick when 

bowling in the same game that put his bowling aspirations back a tad!!  Phil also took a great 

reflex catch late in the season to cap off another great year. 

 

Rob Cottle again stood out as the premier bowler that no side could master.  Early wickets and/or 

economical spells helped to put the pressure on the opposition allowing us to, on many occasions, 

choke them into submission! 

 

Cameo appearances from David Ray, Steve Arbuckle, Lindsay McKay and Dave Thomas throughout 

the season, were unfortunately not rewarded with further opportunities.  In fact, without David’s 

29 opening the batting against UFTG in Rd 7, the game would have been a loss rather than a tie 

possibly jeopardising our finals hopes.  Similarly, Steve’s 39no against FTG in Rd 6, from a total of 

116, would have seen us lose rather than win by 1 run.  Lindsay took 3/18 including the final 2 

wickets in the same game to get us home.  After standing aside for a few games so that others 

could play, Dave Thomas stood up in the last roundagainst Bayswater and devastated their batting 

line up, bowling into a stiff breeze, taking 3-fer and guaranteeing us a berth in the finals.   

 

We also had some players join us for the odd game with Ray Bucket, David Evans, John Mills and 

Colin Powerlett all making solid contributions when they were available and when we could “slot” 

them in.  Watching for most of the season from the Medical Rooms was Peter Webb and Arnie 

Erntzen.  With medical miracles and tender loving care, it is hoped they will return fit and firing 

next year. 

 

So, with the pool of talent we have managed to accumulate throughout this season, we can now 

look forward to next season for what promises to be another fun, invigorating and (hopefully) 

successful campaign in season 2008/2009!  

 

Greg Bakker 
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Team of the Year 

Rank Name Points

1 Howes, Robert 687

2 Wild, Adam 650

3 Wilkinson, Simon 557

4 Mills, John 557

5 Hoggett, Bart 515

6 McInerney, Scott 479

7 Mulder, Travis 469

8 Butcher, Jarrod 464

9 Hettiarachchige, Sammy 441

10 Withers, Drew 437

11 Wylde, Dylan 427

12 Hawkes, Ashley 416

13 Wilson, Scott 404

14 Morello, Ben 394

15 Thomas, Zane 393

16 Buljubasic, Jason 392

17 Zandt, Adrian 375

18 Wilkinson, Tristan 375

19 Perryman, Luke 373

20 Morris, Mitchell 364

21 Metherell, Ryan 357

22 Thomas, Dave 340

23 Hancock, David 339

24 Crook, Greg 338

25 Van Lith, Matt 336
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1st XI Players Player of the Year 
 

This trophy is determined by each player in the 1st XI casting a 3,2,1 vote to the 3 best 

players at the conclusion of each game.  This was first awarded in 2002-2003.  In an 

11 game season the maximum number of votes a player could receive is: 363 

 

2007/2008 

Rank Name Votes 

1 Adam Wild 134 

2 Travis Mulder 84 

3 Josh Gregory 62 

4 Josh Phillips 53 

4 Sammy Hettiarachchige 53 
 

2006/2007  2005/2006  2004/2005 

# Name Votes # Name Votes # Name Votes 

1 Condon, Jarrod 150 1 Butcher, Jarrod 122 1 Wild, Adam 148 

2 Wild, Adam 128 2 Ott, Matt 96 2 Christiansen, Scott 147 

3 Thorpe, Jarrod 92 3 Adams, Daniel 91 3 Cetrola, Troy 119 

4 Butcher, Jarrod 86 4 Wild, Adam 64 4 Zandt, Adrian 118 

5 Reid, Sean 69 5 Mackinnon, Jeremy 63 5 Thorp, Jarrod 78 

 
2003/2004  2002-2003 

# Name Votes # Name Votes 

1 Marget, Rhys 152 1 Christiansen, Scott  

2 Wild, Adam 112 2   

3 Zandt, Adrian 84 3   

4 Dalton, Mark 82 4   

5 Christiansen, Scott 80 5   
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2007/2008 Trophy Winners 

Club Awards 

Senior Club Champion: Adam Wild 775 Points 

Frank Smith Award (Veterans Player): Ross Gregory 

Graham Yallop Award (Most Improved Senior): Zane Thomas 

Peter Place Award (Most Improved Junior): Rob Howes 

Best Senior Clubman: Jason Buljubasic & Ben McLean 

Presidents Award: Andrew Hawkes & Rob Cottle 

Team Awards 

1
st

 XI Bowling: Adam Wild 42 Wickets @13.95 

1
st

 XI Batting: Sammy Hettiarachchige 311 Runs @ 28.27 

1
st

 XI Captains Award: Matt Young 

1
st

 XI Players Player Award: Adam Wild 134 Votes 

 

2
nd

 XI Bowling: Richard Taylor 11 Wickets @ 21.00 

2
nd

 XI Batting: Jason Buljubasic 212 Runs @ 23.56 

2
nd

 XI Captains Award: Sean Reid 

 

3
rd

 XI Bowling: Blake Lines 15 Wickets @ 15.87 

3
rd

 XI Batting: Zane Thomas 338 @ 37.56 

3
rd

 XI Captains Award: Blake Lines 

 

4
th

 XI Bowling: Luke Perryman 10 Wickets @ 12.5 

4
th

 XI Batting: Bart Hoggett 217 Runs @ 72.33 

4
th

 XI Captains Award: Barry Wild 

 

5
th

 XI Bowling: Simon Wilkinson 15 Wickets @ 16.2 

5
th

 XI Batting: Simon Wilkinson 317 Runs @ 158.5 

5
th

 XI Captains Award: Dale Roper 

5
th

 XI Player of the Finals: David Hay 

 

U/17-1’s Bowling: Drew Withers 15 Wickets @ 16.2 

U/17-1’s Batting: Scott Wilson 253 Runs @ 28.11 

U/17-1’s Coaches Award: Ryan Metherell 

 

U/13-1’s Batting: Scott McInerney 344 Runs @ 114.67 

U/13-1’s Bowling: Jayden Hawkes 16 Wickets @ 8.31 

U/13-1’s Coaches Award: Ashley Black 

 

U/13-2’s Red Batting: Mitchell Morris 239 Runs @ 47.80 

U/13-2’s Red Bowling: Braedon Barlow 9 Wickets @ 11.89 

U/13-2’s Red Coaches Award: Mitchell Nevin 
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Marc Iacuone One Day Player of the Year: Simon Wilkinson 430 Points



 

U/13-2’s Black Batting: Joel Richmond 147 Runs @ 36.75 

U/13-2’s Black Bowling: Niraj DeSilva 6 wickets @ 18.6 

U/13-2’s Black Coaches Award: Grace Mills 

 

U/15’s Batting: Robert Howes 486 Runs @ 97.20 

U/15’s Bowling: Ashley Hawkes 14 Wickets @ 12.57 

U/15’s Coaches Award: Rahul Mayadunne 

U/15’s Most Improved: Sam McCarthy 

 

Vets 1
st

 Captains Award: Ray Borg 

Vets 2
nd

 Captains Award: Rob Cottle 

Individual Awards 

1
st

 XI 

Sammy Hettiarachchige 100* - Round 10 vs The Basin 

Josh Gregory 110* - Round 11 vs Knoxfield 

Adam Wild 6/40 (19.5 Overs) - Round 10 vs The Basin 

Adam Wild 6/32 (16 Overs) - Round 11 vs Knoxfield 

 

2
nd

 XI 

John Mills 107* - Round 2 vs Lysterfield 

Ben McLean 102 - Round 3 vs Belgrave 

Jason Buljubasic 6/96 (20 Overs) - Round 10 vs Upper FTG 

 

3
rd

 XI 

Zane Thomas 114 - Round 9 vs Upwey 

Adrian Zandt 124 - Round 10 vs Lysterfield 

Greg Crook 8/24 (8.2 Overs) - Round 9 vs Upwey 

 
U/15’s 

Ashley Hawkes  Hat Trick - Round 9 vs The Basin 

Robert Howes  32* - Round 2 vs Knoxfield 

   73* - Round 3 vs The Basin 

   55   - Round 5 vs Mountain Gate 

   51* - Round 6 vs Eildon Park 

   31* - Round 8 vs Upwey 

   100* - Round 10 vs Eildon Park 

   89* - Round 11 vs Eildon Park  

Scott David 35 - Round 2 vs Knoxfield 

   32* - Round 8 vs Upwey 

 
U/13 1’s 

Scott McInerney 50* - Round 3 vs Monbulk 

   74* - Round 5 vs Ferntree Gully 

   54* - Round 9 vs Monbulk 

   59* - Round 11 vs Rowville 
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Dylan Wylde 20* - Round 1 vs Rowville 

   96* - Round 5 vs Ferntree Gully 

   24* - Round 8 vs Lysterfield 

   40* - Round 10 vs Upwey 

   58* - Round 11 vs Rowville 

Josh Wylde 84* - Round 3 vs Monbulk 

   40* - Round 4 vs Eildon Park 

   42* - Round 11 vs Rowville 

Anthony Howes 40* - Round 3 vs Monbulk 

Jayden Hawkes 20* - Round 8 vs  v. Lysterfield 

Ashley Black 20* - Round 8 vs Lysterfield 

 

U/13 2’s Red 

Mitchell Morris 21* - Round 1 vs Johnson Park 

   33* - Round 3 vs Upper Gully 

   34* - Round 5 vs Ferntree Gully 

   39* - Round 10 vs Mountain Gate 

   50* - Round 11 vs Johnson Park 

Damien Watson 22* - Round 2 vs Bayswater  

Alex Syross 25* - Round 2 vs Bayswater 

Mitchell Tsirtsikos 20* - Round 2 vs Bayswater 

Mitchell Nevin 31* - Round 5 vs Ferntree Gully 

Braedon Barlow 21* - Round 8 vs Upper Gully 

Zach Flintoff 20* - Round 8 vs Upper Gully 

Nick Jankovskis 40* - Round 11 vs Johnson Park 

 

U/13 2’s Black 

Joel Richmond 20* - Round 2 vs Monbulk 

   34* - Round 4 vs Belgrave 

   32* - Round 10 vs Upwey 

Thomas Evans 22* - Round 2 vs Monbulk 

Niraj DeSilva 21* - Round 2 vs Monbulk 

   30* - Round 4 vs Belgrave 

   30* - Round 10 vs Upwey 
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