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Introduction

The Knox Gardens Cricket Club is a family club. Our environment welcomes all and we pride ourselves on our very inclusive, welcoming culture. All players are treated equally and socially the club is a fantastic place to be. Our facilities, Knox Gardens Reserve, in Wantirna South, are some of the best in the Eastern suburbs and we pride ourselves in providing an enjoyable place for people to play cricket both on field and off. Our Senior teams compete in the FTGDCA for both Men’s and Women’s. Each of the 1st elevens are in the top grades of their respective competitions.

The club has seen large growth in our Junior program over the past few seasons with well over 100 registered players enabling us to field multiple teams in most age groups and seeing the start of our girls program. We intend to increase this number to continue to be the club of choice in our local area providing pathways and opportunities to all of our players.


Association Team Grading
Knox Gardens CC competes in the FTGDCA competition from Super 7’s thru to u16’s in our mixed teams and in the RDCA for our Girls teams. 
Competitions in Mixed Under 12, 14 and 16 are played for points and are graded over 2 to 3 levels. 
These are Division 1, 2 and 3 depending on club numbers at the beginning of each season, Knox Gardens CC will assess each team’s ability to participate in a respective grade and then nominate this to the FTGDCA. 

The RDCA follow a similar process for our Girls teams except the Under 12 girls are not played for points. 
The FTGDCA and RDCA takes this into consideration along with the performance of the previous 2 years and allocates them to a grade. Over the first 3 rounds of the year, grading games are played to ensure each team is as near to the standard of other participants of that level and then the fixture is adjusted from round 4 onwards. 
It is important to note that the aim of grading is to ensure that players play at the correct level for their ability as playing outside a grade may significantly diminish a player’s enjoyment of the game.  
Where there are enough players deemed to have the appropriate skill level and experience, Knox Gardens CC will look to field a Division 1 team. Having Division 1 teams provides an opportunity for players who wish to develop their skills and understanding of the game against players/teams of similar standard. Division 1 teams also allow opportunities for players that have ambitions to play representative cricket to be nominated, try out and be selected in representative teams.  
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Fair Play Policy 

Super 7’s

All games are T20 format. Scores are recorded but no competition points are awarded. 
All players are to be given a minimum of 17 balls to bat and up to 4 overs to bowl. Teams should generally use at least 2 wicketkeepers in an innings and provide a minimum of 5 overs to players taking on wicket keeping duties.
Fast 9’s

All games are T20 format. Scores are recorded but no competition points are awarded. 
All players are to be given a minimum of 15 to 20 balls to bat (the coach may choose to retire them at any stage to give all players a bat) and each bowler will bowl at least 2 overs. Teams should generally use at least 2 wicketkeepers in an innings and provide a minimum of 5 overs to players taking on wicket keeping duties.
Under 12 Competitions 

Coaches will generally attempt give equal opportunities over the course of the year for all the players in the team to experience different batting and bowling positions. Players are to be offered where possible to have different batting positions and opportunities to bowl a minimum of 2 overs in a two-day game and 1 in a one-day game. Batters will retire after 

Under 14 and Under 16 Competitions

It is acknowledged that in these grades, players may be batted and bowled in positions that suit a more traditional cricket game. Notwithstanding, coaches will endeavour to give players opportunities to experience different positions with consideration of their ability and the quality of the opposition. 
Competitions Finals 

Coaches are to encourage participation across all players in finals games, but given the nature of finals, we cannot guarantee active participation in batting, bowling or wicketkeeping.

Training 

Training is a key component to improving as a cricketer and therefore increase the enjoyment of the game. Players are expected to train with their team each week unless by arrangement with their coach. Certain behaviours are also expected to make sure the coach can provide quality coaching. Continual non-attendance at training may influence the coach’s selections, decisions and adherence in respect of the Fair Play Policy. 
FTGDCA Representative Team Selection 

Each season the FTGDCA request each club provide nominations for their representative sides. The below variables are taken into consideration when players are selected. 
• Age 
• Current seasons attitude & performance 
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• Coach’s opinion 
• Training performance 
• Previous representative experience 
Grading and Team Selection Policy (multiple teams in the same age group)
Teams will be selected on a fair and consistent basis providing the opportunity for players to develop their cricket skills in an enjoyable and friendly environment. 
The club encourages players to take a positive attitude to joining a new team. Playing the game of cricket creates opportunities for development of the player's game, as a person and the formation of new friendships amongst team-mates and parents. 
Friendship groups are generally not considered when multi-grade competitive teams are selected. The club endeavours to have friends together in Super 7’s and Fast 9’s. This is also considered in the older age groups, however this is not always possible due to team numbers and ensuring each player is in a suitable grade that matches their ability. 
For all grades team selection will be made after consideration of the criteria outlined below. The teams will be announced prior to the first game. The first 2 games will be considered a grading period and minor changes may be made to teams. After this point no changes should be made unless a team is short of players. Any queries with respect to individual player selection can be raised with the Junior Co-ordinator. Participation in the grading process will be voluntary and open to all players eligible in the age group. 

The criteria for selecting A and B teams will be as follows:

· Pre-season training performance 

· Pre-season practice matches 

· Opinion of junior coordinator and current grading selectors 

· Previous season’s statistics 

· Previous season’s coach’s opinion 

· Team balance (batsmen, bowlers, keeper) 

· Player’s attitude 

· Availability to play majority of games and attend training 
Playing in an older age group 

While younger players may assist in filling older teams, Knox Gardens CC has a general policy of selecting players n their correct age group. ie. if still u12, they must be available for selection in that age group, not just u14 level. All requests will be subject to the consideration of the junior coordinator. 
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Grievances & Concerns 

If players or parents have any concerns, the following process should be followed (if possible) in the following order: 
1. Approach the Team Manager or Coach 
2. Junior Co-Ordinator  
3. Club President or Secretary

Season Dates 2024/2025
Super 7’s – Wednesday November 6 to Wednesday March 12

Fast 9’s – Friday November 8 to Friday March 7

Under 12 – Friday October 11 to Friday March 14

Under 14 – Friday October 11 to Friday March 14

Under 16 – Saturday October 12 to Saturday March 15

Age Groups

Super 7’s Generally players older than 6 as at August 31, 2024 (At the clubs discretion)
Fast 9’s Generally players aged 7 to 9 as at August 31, 2024 (At the clubs discretion)
Under 12 Players aged 9,10 & 11 as at August 31, 2024

Under 14 Players aged 12 & 13 as at August 31, 2024

Under 16 Players aged 14 or 15 as at August 31, 2024


Grading Sessions

Under 12 and Under 14 age groups will complete a grading process over a 4 week period to determine the make of 2 teams at each age group. Session will begin on Wednesday August 21 from 4:30pm to 6:00pm in the nets at Knox Gardens Reserve. Each player will have an opportunity to bat and bowl in the nets and also complete fielding activities on the ground. During the 4 weeks of grading there will be some match simulation (weather dependant)
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Match Days

· Super 7’s – Wednesday Evenings 5:15pm to 8:00pm
· Fast 9’s - Friday Evenings 5.15pm to 8.00pm 
· Under 12’S – Friday Evenings 5.15pm to 8.00pm 

· Under 14’s – Friday Evenings 5.15pm to 8.00pm

· Under 16’s – Saturday Mornings 8.20am to 11:30am

Registration

To register your son or daughter for juniors (not Junior Blasters or Master Blasters) you first need to create an account in the new Play HQ platform that has replaced the old MyCricket system. If you go to https://www.playhq.com/ you can create an account by entering your child's name, email address etc. plus create a password. If your child already has a Play Cricket ID you can link it to the Play HQ account. 

Once you have a Play HQ account you can then register to Knox Gardens Cricket Club by clicking on the 'JUNIOR REGISTRATION' tab opposite or visit  https://www.playhq.com/cricket-australia/org/knox-gardens-cricket-club/c0b4b6f6/register
Junior players must register to the FTGDCA Juniors competition and complete all the required fields. All junior players (Super 7’s, Fast 9’s, Under 12, 14 & 16) must register online via the above Play HQ link and pay their club membership subscription. Please note, this season the club's membership fee is unchanged at $99, however, Price excludes national, state and any association fees. 

Any junior registering at Knox Gardens Cricket Club for the first time will receive a complimentary playing top. Note that if you have already registered to play this season at another club select the 'permit' option not the 'transfer' option.

This season we will continue to appoint well trained coaches for our junior teams. This is a major point of difference compared to other local cricket clubs and is a big factor in our junior player numbers being amongst the largest in the league. It has also seen major on-field success over the past two seasons in particular. Last season we had 107 junior players and are looking to expand on that number this season.

Nominating as a helper can be done at the time of your child’s registration and the junior coordinator will contact you to discuss possible roles. Many hands make light work and because all coordinators, coaches, team managers and helpers are volunteers, so the more we can recruit the better. All positions will come with at least one briefing session with the junior coordinator to allay any concerns people may have and to become familiar with the role requirements.

Registrations currently open for junior players - https://www.playhq.com/cricket-australia/org/knox-gardens-cricket-club/c0b4b6f6/register 

Master Blasters and Junior Blasters will open for registration in August each year.   
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Playing equipment required

Whilst the Knox Gardens CC will have club supplied equipment for Super 7’s, Fast 9’s and Under 12 sides. We strongly recommend players having their own playing equipment as it allows for the games to flow much quicker and avoids any unnecessary sharing of gear. Each player should have a bat, batting gloves, batting pads, box, thigh pad and helmet. 
Knox Gardens CC Development Academy

The Knox Gardens Development Academy has been established to identify young players between 14 and 18 (Current senior players and junior) with talent and potential to play senior cricket in our Senior 1st  or 2nd eleven in the next 3 to 4 years. This initiative has been developed to foster and enhance our talented junior players, to lead to future sustainable on-field success for the club and also assist with individual junior pathways opportunities at a higher level. 

It will involve indoor and outdoor training with specialist coaches with the cost covered by the club.
Club Theme Song

Players and coaches are encouraged to respectfully gather and sing the club theme song after any victory in the competitive grades as a way of positive celebration and culture building. 

To the tune of, “Join in the Chorus”
Hearts to hearts and hands to hands, Beneath the red and black we stand, We shout, God bless our native land Knox Gardens, Knox Gardens.

Out we come, out we come, out we come to play, Just for recreation sake to pass the time away. Lots of fun, heaps of fun, enjoy yourself today, Knox Gardens boys are hard to beat, when they come out to play.

So join in the chorus and sing it one and all, Join in the chorus, Knox Gardens on the ball. Good old Knox Gardens, they’re champions you’ll agree, Knox Gardens will be premiers, just you wait and see!
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